
 

To all our students, parents and 

staff  wherever you may be going, 

Good Luck and Safe Travels!   

Inside this issue: 

The Accord 

Bangkok Patana Parent Group Newsletter 

June 2010 Issue No. 1 

PTG Room 

The PTG Room is a 

great place to meet 

other parents and  

enjoy a cup of coffee 

(only 40baht ) or tea  

in air-conditioned  

comfort.  

Your new 

PTG reps —

Look inside 

to see who 

they are!  

Hello from your new PTG Committee 

 

There are many new faces on the PTG Committee this year - as well as the odd one 

or two who just never seem to get tired of being involved. This year we are going to 

try to really build the Patana Community. Over the last few years it has often seemed 

that we as a PTG have been more concerned about fund raising than having fun but 

that is going to change. We plan to be more involved with Sporting events that the 

school hosts as well as organising, hopefully, Termly Quiz Nights at school and in 

October we shall be helping to organise the Patana Ball. We will of course continue 

to be present at Coffee mornings, Pizza Lunches , the Fun Run, Fun Day and 

International Day. Extra presence though means extra help and we will be looking 

out to the general parent body for help and more involvement. 

 

After the disappointments of last year's cancelled International Day we already have 

a confirmed date for this in Term 1, so put November 9th and 10th in your diary. If 

you would like to be your country's representative or just to help out please let us 

know. We will be having our first International Day Meeting early next term so 

watch this space for  the date. We also have a date for Fun Day on February 26th 

which is always a fabulous day. 

 

We are of course a means of communication between the parents and the school  and 

if you have any issues that you do not know who to ask about just drop us an email 

and we will try to point you in the right direction. 

 

If you would like to help out in any way or have any talents you think we could use 

please drop us a note at ptg@patana.ac.th or contact one of the Committee Members 

directly 

 

We hope you all have a safe, restful and enjoyable 'Summer' Break and look forward 

to meeting more of you in August 

 

Take care, 

Jane Wise 

PTG Chairman 
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     Brief Minutes of PTG Meeting June 3, 2010 

For the full version of the minutes, please visit the school website and click on the link to PTG in the Parents Gateway. 

 

PTG Chairman Jane Wise 
PTG this year will focus on Academic year focus on building a school community.   

1. Dance/Ball, Term 1. Gala dinner/fundraising event on .OCT 9th.  

2. Quiz night on school premises. Term 2. Date to be confirmed. JW 

3. Vendor’s Day, June 16th. 

4. Steve McArthur would like the PTG to be more involved in the school’s sports events. PTG to sell food/treats 

etc, showing school support. 

5. PTG meeting dates to be once a month, Friday’s at 9:30am. JW to advise the dates. 

6. PTG to revert back to paper copy newsletter as well as having it online. Newsletter is to be monthly. Email to 

parents to request who wants a hard copy before the summer break. JW & SR. 

 

Head of School Matt Mills 

¶ Welcome. Important relationship between the school faculty and the PTG. 

¶ 25 teachers are leaving. Notably, Khun Sukon, who has been at the school for 37 years. Also Jennifer 

McLaughlin who has been at the school for 10 years. 

¶ There are 130 Graduate Students. 80 students will receiving their Gold Award.       

 

Secondary Report (Mick Smith/Helen Thew): 

The Education Board knows about the crisis and has been informed that it may have affected study routines as well 

as exams. More likely to look at coursework grades if the exams result was drastically different.  (see full report 

online).   

 

Primary Report (David Knott/Jennifer McLaughlin): 
¶ Notable change for next academic year. Notable changes are: Year 2 is not splitting when moving into Year 3. 

Classes from Year 1 will stay together until the end of Year 3.  

¶ 8 new teachers are joining Primary. New Assistant Head of Primary, Mrs Sharp from Yorkshire. She has pre-

vious British Int’l School experience. New Senior Teacher, Angela Spears, will be working on assessment.  

 

Services Manager (Steve Roberts): 

¶ There are incidents of bad behaviour on the bus, usually bad language. The bus trip is seen as an extension of 

the day so bad behaviour needs to be followed up by the parents and teachers. 

¶ There are approximately 130 trips and excursions in the school year.  

¶ Security – More fences are going up as the construction increases. All efforts are being made to keep the 

building work separate 

¶ When the academic staff are off on the summer holidays, the business staff will be at school. Many of the 

business staff will be doing training in food, transport & I.T.   

 

Report by Business Director (Andrew Gordon): 
¶ AUG 2010, entire school is going wireless. 

¶ Arts Centre – 12,000m2, largest building in the school. Ready for use in the next academic year. Staff & leav-

ing students have first tour. Auditorium seats will be in on the 28th June 

¶ Many construction project, all to be completed in 18 months. (see full report online) 

 

Report by Assistant Principal for Sports & Activities (Steve McArthur): 
¶ Good year for sports and thanks to the PTG for their support. 

¶ New trampoline coming. There is a new trampoline coming. There are now 400 students trampolining (even 

Primary ECA). 

¶ The Sports Awards night was very successful. Around 250 people attended. 
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The Accord The Accord 

NEWCOMERS 

REP 
 

My name is Irene Gray.  I am Scottish and have 

lived in Bangkok for 13.5 yrs. I have two beautiful 

girls soon to be years 9 and 2. They have been at 

Patana since K2 and K1. I hope you enjoy your time 

in the kingdom of Thailand. If I can help in any way 

please contact me.  

CHAIRMAN 
 

My name is Jane Wise and this is my second turn as your PTG Chairman. I have been a 

Patana parent for 8 years and up until June 5th had 3 children attending the school. My 

eldest, Richard, has just graduated and is awaiting his results before heading off to the 

UK for University. My daughter, Melissa, is currently in the midst of her IGCSEs. My 

youngest, Andrew , is currently in Year 10.We  are originally from the UK, via the US,  

SECRETARY 
 

Hi, my name is Tania Pedersen. I have 2 children at the school. 

My son will start Year 2 in August and my daughter will go into 

K2. We all love the school, the people that make it, as well as the 

facilities. Socialising is one of my favourite things, so I am looking 

forward to assisting the PTG at Patana to create some great school 

community-based events and meet more mums, dads and teachers! 

NEWCOMERS REP 

 
My name is Carina Yousef and I moved to Bang-

kok in February 2000. I have been helping in the 

Tiger Shop for the last 5 years. I have two kids 

Izabella in Y8A and Alexander in Y10S. 

WEBSITE & NEWSLETTER 
 

I am Cheryl Rego and I have three sons at Patana:  Andrew will be in Y8, Jon in Y7 and Mat-

thew is excited to be moving to K1.  We moved to Bangkok in 2009 from Canada.  I was busy 

last year as the class mum for my younger two boys, and the PTG co-rep for Year 7. Volunteer-

ing with the PTG is a fabulous way to meet other parents and also get great tips on the ins and 

outs of our new home city. I’m looking forward to helping build more community at Patana.  

Holland and Malaysia.  My husband is Scottish and I am English which has it's challenges especially when sport is involved. 

You can often find me across at the Sports Complex, whether it be playing tennis, supporting my children or helping out with 

Bangkok Soccer League. For the time being Bangkok is definitely home and Patana is a big part of that.  I hope that I can do a 

good job this year and that I will get to know many of the parents who I have yet to meet.  Please get involved with the PTG 

events they really are good fun and  great way to meet people and find out how the school works. 

TREASURER:  
Khun Tana 
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VICE-CHAIR 

Hi - My name is Sara Carr-Legg and I have 3 children in Patana. Olivia, Ethan and Estelle spread out all 

over the campus. We have been in Bangkok for almost 3 years now and are just about getting used to the 

weather, anything under 20 and we're freezing! The children enjoy going to school and enjoy being off 

school and so we've been able to travel to some amazing places in the Asia-Pacific region. I hope to 

continue Kate Johnston's good work in developing and supporting the PTG as vice chair and also getting to 

know some more people. 

THAI REP 

Khun Jane:  This is my second year as Thai 

Rep. My son , Tad joined school in year 

2003 and next year he will be in Year 6 

NURSERY, K1, K2 REP 

Iliana Tamacas:.  Iliana Tamacas 

is the 2010/2011 Nursery, K1, and K2 

representative.  Her family moved to 

Bangkok seven months ago from 

Houston, Texas.  She has two boys, 

Sebastian who is in Y4 and Matias who 

is in K1, Sebastian who is in Y4 

and Matias who is in K1.   

Y5/6 REP 
 

Hi everyone!  My name is Wendy Turner, Our family came to Bangkok in Nov. 2009. My 

husband works for the U.S. Embassy.   I have three children:  Patrick in Y8, Francis in Y7, 

and Arianna in Y4.  We came from VA in America, and I am a Montessori teacher.  I taught 

3-5 year olds. I enjoy teaching very much!  For fun, I enjoy doing any fitness related 

activities, reading, and meeting new people.  My  family and I are very excited to be here in 

Bangkok, and are enjoying this amazing experience!  Every day is an adventure and a 

learning experience.   I am looking forward to serving on the PTG.  My goal is to bring the 

Patana community closer together and for the parents and students to continue to grow 

within the different international cultures. 

SECONDARY REP: 
Bronwyn Page 

WE NEED 

YOU! 

Vacant:  

Y1/Y2 REP 

Y3/Y4 REP 



Induction Day Tuesday 17 August 2010 

Do you remember what it was like when you first came to Thailand  

or when you first joined Patana? 

Patana has itõs biggest intake of new students in August. 

 An Induction Day is held every year to help those new students  

and parents deal with joining the Patana family.  Parents and students might get a tour of the 
school and have a chance to meet other parents.  We want to give them a warm welcome.  

               This year it Induction Day is being held on the day before school starts 

Tuesday 17 August.  

            If you are able to help out on the dayñnothing complicated, just a little  

babysitting of younger children  

and some chatting with new parents, please let us know. 

We would need your help from 8am and you should be finished by 10:30am. 

If you are able to help please contact either of our Newcomersõ representatives: 

Irene Gray: irememgray@hotmail.com 

Carina Yousef: carinayousef2002@yahoo.se 

The Accord 

Important Dates… 
 
August 17   Induction day for all new students  

September 26  Fun Run     

October 1      Tiger Spirit Day 

October 9   Patana Ball 

November 9ñ10  International Day 

February 26  Fun Day 

Thank You.... 
The PTG would like to extend a very  

BIG THANK YOU  
to all parents who came out to lend us a hand with our many events this year.  We couldnõt have done it 
without you!  Weõre planning our events for next year and hope we can count on your help and support 

again! 

PTG Provisional 

Meeting Dates 
 
August 27 
September 24 
October 29 
December 3 
 
All parents are members of the 
PTG and are welcome to attend 
the meetings.  Please email 
ptg@patana.ac.th if you would 
like to attend any meeting to 
ensure we can have the room 
set up for the appropriate 
number of attendees.  
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International Day Nov 9 & 10 

Dear Parents, as you know  

International Day is one of the biggest events on the school Calendar 

and will be particular important this November since the event had to 

be cancelled in 2009.  We wanted to give you lots of notice just in 

case there are things you would like to buy in your home country this 

summer holiday for use in the Exhibition or for your childrenõs 

costumes.  

We shall be having planning meetings as soon as possible  

after school starts so check your newsletter for 

details next term.  

 
Neilson Hays Library  Upcoming Events:  

 
 
 
                  

Rotunda & Garden Gallery 1st - 30th July 2010 
Ȱ3ÔÉÌÌȱ  

Fine Art photo media and printmaking exhibition by Alan Davis and Caroline C. Green  

There will be an opportunity to meet the artists at an opening evening which will take 
place on Friday 2nd July 2010 at 6:00 pm 

 
Story telling every Saturday 10.15.  A story reading followed by a craft activity. 

 
Please note the library will be closed Tuesday 27th July 

 
www.neilsonhayslibrary.com 
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Bangkok Patana Parent Group Newsletter 

We welcome and appreciate all volunteers, whatever your interests or availability. We particularly          

encourage new parents to become involved. Volunteering with the PTG is a great way to meet people, have 

fun, and learn more about the school. Come on and join! 

 

Send an email to ptg@patana.ac.th  ATTN: (the name of the activity/team youôre volunteering for);  

speak to anyone from the PTG committee, your class mum or year liaison; or send in the form below. 

Get involved today! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Please let us know what your interests are. All help ð large or small ð is much appreciated.  

Letõs work together to make this a great year for our children! 

 

 
Return this slip to the PTG office, your class mum or year group liaison.  

Name :   

Phone : 
  

Email :   

Child(ren)õs names & year 

groups : 

  

  : 
  

I am interested in helping with  : 
  

Iõd like more information about : 
  

Comments/Questions  : 
  

  : 
  

PTG Committee 
Chair Jane Wise janiechat99@gmail.com 

Vice-Chair Sara Carr-Legg saracarrlegg@hotmail.com 

Secretary Tania Pedersen taniadonoghue111@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Khun Tana sompratana@hotmail.com 

Secondary Rep Bronwyn Page aap.bap@gmail.com 

Nursery & K1/2 Rep Iliana Tamacas ilitamacas@yahoo.com 

Year 1 & 2 Rep VACANT  

Year 3 & 4 Rep VACANT  

Year 5 & 6 Rep Wendy Turner my3angl@gmail.com 

Thai Rep Khun Jane sirinet@hotmail.com 

Newcomers & Volunteers Carina Yousef & 

Irene Gray 
carinayousef2002@yahoo.se                   

irenemgray@gmail.com 

Newsletter Cheryl Rego cheryl.rego1@gmail.com 
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